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Abstract

This study examines the preservation of living aquatic resources in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia from an applied humanities perspective, at the intersection of
environmental law, Islamic Sharia, and social policy. It reviews the main legislative and
administrative instruments governing the protection of aquatic organisms from harmful
practices that threaten food security, biodiversity, and the national economy, and analyzes
how these norms reflect underlying ethical and religious values. A descriptive—analytical
method is used to study relevant statutory, regulatory, and treaty texts, complemented by
an inductive assessment of their effectiveness in safeguarding aquatic ecosystems. The
findings show that the Saudi legal system provides a comprehensive framework—rooted
in both positive law and Sharia principles such as the prohibition of harm and waste and
the notion of stewardship—for conserving living aquatic resources. The Kingdom’s
participation in regional and international environmental agreements further embeds
these normative commitments in contemporary policy. The study argues that this
integration of legal regulation, Islamic jurisprudence, and environmental ethics
constitutes a clear case of applied humanities in practice, informing concrete measures
for resource protection. It recommends strengthening cooperation among riparian and
coastal states in managing and rehabilitating aquatic environments, enhancing public
awareness through education and media about the responsible use of aquatic resources,
and promoting further interdisciplinary research that links legal studies, Islamic studies,
and environmental humanities to support evidence-based environmental governance.

Keywords: Applied Humanities, Environmental Law, Aquatic Resources, Islamic
Sharia, Social Policy, Saudi Arabia.
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