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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of qalqalah in the Holy Qur’an through an
integrated phonetic, semantic, and psychological analysis, taking Surat al-Baqarah as a case
study. Qalqalah, as a marked articulatory feature in Qur’anic recitation, is explored here not only
as a sound rule of tajwid but as a multidimensional device that shapes meaning and affects the
listener’s and reader’s psychological response. Drawing on descriptive and analytical methods,
the research links the acoustic properties of qalgalah to patterns of Qur’anic semantics and to
the affective states evoked in the recipient, using selected verses from Surat al-Bagarah and
referencing classical works of tajwid and tafsir alongside insights from psycholinguistics. The
analysis shows that gqalgalah contributes to rhythmic balance, emphasis, and semantic
foregrounding in contexts related to threat, warning, divine power, and moral accountability,
thereby reinforcing the psychological impact and memorability of the verses. By demonstrating
how a traditional recitational rule functions as a nexus of sound, meaning, and inner experience,
the study contributes to applied Qur’anic and linguistic humanities, highlighting the relevance
of phonetic features for contemporary pedagogy of Qur’anic recitation, for the training of
reciters and teachers, and for a deeper literary-linguistic appreciation of the Qur’anic text. The
findings suggest that integrating phonetic, semantic, and psychological perspectives in teaching
tajwid can enhance learners’ conscious engagement with the text and support more meaningful
spiritual and cognitive reception of the Qur’an.
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