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Abstract

This study examines the contributions of the Orientalist George Makdisi to the re-
evaluation of the Hanbali school, particularly in relation to its moral philosophy. Makdisi
challenged many of the unscientific and reductionist conclusions of classical Orientalism
about Hanbalism, arguing for its intellectual depth and historical importance. Focusing
on the principle of commanding right and forbidding wrong and on the art of preaching
(3ulacgll/Lacot1) within the Hanbali tradition, the study highlights how Makdisi and other

contemporary Orientalists understood these practices as central instruments for
promoting virtue, combating moral corruption, and preserving a religious order grounded
in Islamic law. Methodologically, the research adopts a historical-analytical approach,
tracing how Orientalists cited and interpreted classical Hanbali sources, and examining
their readings of texts that deal with commanding right and forbidding wrong and with
preaching. The analysis shows that, in the Orientalist reception, the Hanbali school
appears as a highly influential current in Islamic history, producing a rich literature on
moral regulation and operationalizing it through community-based groups engaged in
admonition—whether verbal or, at times, coercive. The study concludes that “force” in
the Hanbali context should not be equated with revolutionary violence in the Mu‘tazilite

sense, which legitimized armed rebellion against rulers. Rather, Hanbali approaches to
enforcing moral norms varied over time and place, sometimes generating episodes of
tension and unrest, but without systematically endorsing rebellion against political
authorities. The principle of commanding right and forbidding wrong in the Hanbali
tradition thus had diverse religious, political, and social applications, with preaching
functioning both as a rhetorical art and as a subtle mechanism for advancing this principle.
Finally, the study foregrounds Makdisi’s critical observations on preaching, noting his
concern that some preachers instrumentalized this art for personal gain or to secure the
favor of ruling elites. These findings contribute to contemporary debates in Islamic
intellectual history and neo-Orientalist studies about the relationship between ethics,
religious authority, and social control.

Keywords: Applied Humanities, George Makdisi, Preaching, Hanbali School,
Moral Philosophy, Neo-Orientalism.
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