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Abstract

This study examines the attitudes of primary and secondary public-school teachers
in Al-Jami‘ah District, Jordan, toward the inclusion of students with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) in mainstream classrooms. It also explores whether teachers’ attitudes
vary according to gender, years of teaching experience, educational qualification, and
familiarity with ASD characteristics. A descriptive—analytical design was employed, and
a stratified random sample of 330 teachers was selected. The results revealed that
teachers’ overall attitudes toward inclusion of students with ASD were neutral. Teachers
expressed relatively positive views regarding the challenges and barriers to inclusion, yet
their attitudes toward the social and academic dimensions of inclusion remained neutral.
The study further showed statistically significant differences in attitudes attributable to
gender in favor of female teachers (o < 0.05). However, no statistically significant
differences were found based on years of experience, academic qualification, or prior
knowledge of ASD characteristics. These findings suggest that, while teachers are not
strongly opposed to inclusion, they may lack sufficient knowledge, confidence, and
pedagogical skills to effectively support students with ASD in regular classrooms. The
study recommends organizing awareness seminars to improve teachers’ understanding of
ASD, and designing targeted professional development programs to strengthen teachers’
competencies in evidence-based instructional strategies for students with ASD. Such
initiatives can support more effective and equitable inclusion policies in Jordanian public
schools.

Keywords: Special Education, Teachers' Attitudes, Inclusion, Autism Spectrum
Disorder, Schools.
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