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Abstract

Kalla (3K) is a highly marked particle in Qur’anic Arabic whose semantic and

pragmatic force—often associated with deterrence, rebuke, and emphatic warning—has
no straightforward equivalent in English. Occurring thirty-three times, all in the second
half of the Holy Qur’an, this particle has long been a point of disagreement among Arab
linguists and classical exegetes, and these divergences are reflected in modern translations
as well. This study examines kalla across its Qur’anic occurrences from three
interconnected perspectives: (1) its linguistic status and range of meanings in classical
Arabic, (2) its interpretation in selected major tafsir works, and (3) its rendering in a
sample of influential English translations of the Qur’an. Through qualitative textual and
contrastive analysis, the study shows that translators adopt two main strategies: either (a)
following exegetical interpretations to reconstruct the intended force before choosing an
appropriate expression, or (b) using a near-fixed one-word equivalent across all
thirty-three instances. Despite this variation, most translations remain confined to a
narrow set of English expressions (e.g., nay, not at all, by no means), which only partially
capture the rhetorical intensity and discourse-structuring role of kalla. The article argues
that a context-sensitive approach is required if translations are to reflect both the semantic
content and the pragmatic function of this particle, thereby contributing to applied
Qur’anic studies, translation studies, and broader applied humanities scholarship
concerned with meaning transfer across languages and cultures.

Keywords: Applied Linguistics, Pragmatics, Discourse Particles, Translation
Studies; Qur’an Interpretation.
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"Not! Never! No! not at all, on the contrary, by no means! certainly" (A Dictionary
of Modern Written Arabic, Hans Wehr).
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"by all means, truly”" (Tomas, :(3) Gyl 31 Mlie duwgald 3 (ol ©d9) sy
1984).

"Nay, Verily" :(%) w¥¥aJ olaa) 223 (The Easy Dictionary of the Quran) S &5
(Parekh, 2000).

2351 UYL AL 0T Uy g () IV Alie OT,a) Slazr 3 & Clasdil LYo jiSTy
) § LYoyl
1. (Nay):
8 & il 38 rezall Gass O > «(36) AYs ) clasdinl ) LAY FST (e Laalll 1

DF Dbl 55" Y9 e JaASIY Glaall ponns &3 Sl ) e Juy (Nay) daaly lsal
".dg cg_A.w::.é i UMAJ f)’ fd._: c%f%f&m @W\

(http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/nay/)
CIAE SN FESIN] 3 Loy 4dYs o g

"Archaic. no (used in dissent, denial, or refusal).

noun
a denial or refusal.

Middle English nai, nei < Old Norse nei no, contraction of ne not + ei ever; see
na, ay" (Random, 2014).

(http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nay/)
8)97gedl dapadll o Blaall Silamgll (yo azlyall o Gls Adg:

"(Mainly archaic or dialect) an archaic or dialect (except in voting by voice) word

for no.
noun
C12: from Old Norse nei, from ne not + ei ever" (Collins, 2012).
(http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nay/)
S g ablall il e -Ual (Nay) -tadd Jug

"Word of negation, from a Scandinavian source, cf. Old Norse nei, compound of
ne 'not" (Douglas, 2010).

2. (By no means):

wan G Y5 0dag cablall (a1 e Jus oS35 929 ¢(35) AV $a 5 Cleadsl ) CSIA oy
az el

"By no means: Absolutely not; certainly not" (McGraw-Hill, 2002).

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/by+no+means)

"By no means (slightly formal), also not by any means".

Usage notes: usually used to disagree with someone who might have an opposite
opinion (Cambridge, 2003).

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/by+no+means)

"By no means. Also, not by any means. In no way, certainly not" (Houghton-
Mifflin, 2002).


http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/nay/
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nay/
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nay/
http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/by+no+means
http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/by+no+means
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3. (Not at all):
bl 2l Jasiad o(35) )=l d8olye clarinl 3l oSLA (3o

"Not at all: It is by no means certain that we'll finish the project by June. This isn't
the last we'll hear of it by any means" (Cambridge, 2003).

"Not at all and not in the least: certainly not; absolutely not" (McGraw-Hill, 2002).
4. (Instead):
(035 {0 BLAL" 1oVl e douall Ll =Ll (36) Laymel) ddsle clasdnl I SIAN (30 )
"(02) Wose 1023 fhe Y £((re) V5

(http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/instead)

instead:
1. as areplacement, substitute, or alternative.
2. (preposition) instead of (Collins, 2012).
5. (Never):

fadad (Bl ol 40T :YYA 0dp pad c@ls pad)l (aae de Joxss ©YYS (Never) oasais
".-Bé

(http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/never/)
6. (Truly):
5YY e i anay () bty L2l ¢(36)) Alio " Guals” ol 201 LLEIYI (e 122l ia
" &3y ¢adlgl § Olad (Aadi> (U ¢ 3 ¢ Jadlly {3l I

(http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/truly/)

7. (On the contrary):
" ol e €GeSl e Sell3 e il e a8l )" g cdodall amey (3B
(http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/on-the-contrary/)
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Nay Verily Verily By no means No Nay el
YV
\ \ Y
Mubhsin Khan
s35Muhsin Khan g2 9 Notd>lg auo90 (3
Ya
\
Y Pickthall
sy5Pickthall pog Alas! Nod>lg b ge (3
\ N \q
33a5Y usuf Ali @= silnstead >y 90 § Yusuf Ali
ao9 ya59Let him bewared>ly p2g0 3
Lo HiigYearoly poge o
\ . YY Shakir
33%5Dr. Ghali g5 Not at allg () lgd ©ay9 31 golgell S Dr. Ghali

q
s3a5Abdel Haleemd& dblae LY cpe s Abdel Haleem
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Quran 19:79 Translation :de=A!

Muhsin Khan  Pickthall  Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem

Nay Nay Nay By no means Not at all No

g3 axe Ul JoSug (Chwgg O e daz il cdled fdly gl o uﬁpju.ll ]y
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Quran 19:82 Translation :de= |
Mubhsin Khan Pickthall  Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Instead By no means  Not at all But
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Quran 23:100 Translation :de=- !
Muhsin Khan _ Pickthall  Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali  Abdel Haleem

No Nay Bynomeans Bynomeans Notatall Never
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Quran 26:15 Translation :de=

Mubhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Verily Bynomeans Bynomeans Notatall No
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Quran 26:62 Translation :dez,

Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By nomeans Bynomeans Not at all No
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Quran 34:27 Translation :de=A!

Muhsin Khan ~ Pickthall ~ Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay By no means Not at all No
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Quran 70:15 Translation :de= |

Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
By no means Nay Bynomeans Bynomeans Not at all But no
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Quran 70:39 Translation :de= |

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem

No, that is not Nav. veril By no By no Not at
like that! Verily Y Y means means all

w‘awlwuwwfuuwwlm‘@\ dl sl ol Al el
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Quran 74:16 Translation :des,

Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By nomeans Bynomeans Notatall No

No
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Quran 74:32 Translation :desA!

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay, verily Nay Not at all Yes

¢ (Not at all)cuSy3 pAl ! S e o Y19 g3, (saew Ud (Nay) diolud! Ol Al ol
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A (axe re 381911 (Yes) o(Truly)
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Quran 74:53 Translation :des I

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By no means Nay Not at all No Truly

) e Ju5 (@I (Nay) olas b sl
Quran 74:54 Translation :de= 7

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Dr. Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay verily Nay Nay Not at all but truly
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Quran 75:11 Translation :des,

Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
No Alas! No Bynomeans Bynomeans Not atall Truly
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Quran 75:20 Translation :de= |

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Not Nay Nay Nay Not at all Truly
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Quran 75:26 Translation :de=

Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Not Nay Yea, Nay Not at all Truly
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Quran 78:5 Translation :de=

Muhbsin Khan ~ Pickthall  Yusuf Ali  Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Verily Nay Not at all They will find out.
{0 ) qosdisg 56 b
Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali  Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem

Nay Nay Verily Nay Notatall In the end, they will find out.
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By no means Nay Not at all No Indeed
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Mubhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By no means Nay Not at all Yet
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay Nay Not at all Yet
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed
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Muhsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Dr. Ghali  Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay By nomeans  Nay! rather = Not at all No indeed
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Verily Nay Not at all No indeed
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Verily Nay Not at all No indeed
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed!
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Dr. Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed!
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Mubhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Verily Nay Nay Nay Not at all But
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Muhbsin Khan  Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Let him beware Nay Not at all No
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Muhsin Khan | Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Nay, heed him not Nay Not at all No
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Nay Nay Not at No indeed!
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed!
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Mubhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed!
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Muhsin Khan Pickthall Yusuf Ali Shakir Ghali Abdel Haleem
Nay! Nay Nay Nay Not at all No indeed!
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