Articles in Press

Material Ecologies: Multi-Material Practices in
Contemporary Arab Sculpture

Jordan Journal of
Applied Science

Hamza Ali Bani Atta, Yacoub Hussein Al-Atoum?*,
Mohammad Khaled Al-Thiyabat, Mahmoud Nayel
Taani, Diala Muhammad Al-Daghlis, Fouad Iyad
Khasawneh, Hussam Muhammed Theeb Wahba

PII: 1422.2023
DOI: https://doi.org/10.35192/jjoas-h.1422.2023
Reference: JJOAS-H 1422.2023

To appear in: Jordan Journal of Applied Science-Humanities Science Series

Received Date: 07 Sep 2023
Revised Date: 15 Nov 2023
Accepted Date: 26 Nov 2023

Bani Atta, H. A., Al-Atoum, Y. H., Al-Thiyabat, M. K., Taani, M. N., Al-Daghlis, D. M.,
Khasawneh, F. 1., & Wahba, H. M. T. (in press). Material Ecologies: Multi-Material
Practices in Contemporary Arab Sculpture. Jordan Journal of Applied Sciences —

Humanities Science Series. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.35192/jjoas-
h.1422.2023

This is a PDF of an article that has undergone enhancements after acceptance, such as the
addition of a cover page and metadata, and formatting for readability. This version will
undergo additional copyediting, typesetting and review before it is published in its final
form. As such, this version is no longer the Accepted Manuscript, but it is not yet the
definitive Version of Record; we are providing this early version to give early visibility
of the article.

Please also note that, during the production process, errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.35192/jjoas-h.1422.2023
https://doi.org/10.35192/jjoas-h.1422.2023
https://doi.org/10.35192/jjoas-h.1422.2023

Articles in Press

Material Ecologies: Multi-Material Practices in Contemporary Arab
Sculpture

relaadl 3yl Coeidl jglaie (§ Bodatiedl Wleldl

Hamza Ali Bani Atta, Yacoub Hussein Al-Atoum’, Mohammad Khaled Al-Thiyabat, Mahmoud
Nayel Taani, Diala Muhammad Al-Daghlis, Fouad Iyad Khasawneh, Hussam Muhammed
Theeb Wahba

The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Yacoubalatoom44@gmail.com’

Abstract

This study investigates how the expansion and diversification of materials in fine
art—now an aesthetic, artistic, and technical language in their own right—shape
contemporary Arab sculpture. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, the research
examines selected sculptural works to analyze how multi-material choices (e.g., metal,
stone, resin, glass, found objects) operate within structural form and generate aesthetic
and expressive value. Findings indicate that treating material as an active medium
enhances the Arab sculptor’s intellectual, aesthetic, and expressive vision and positions
Arab sculpture within contemporary art discourse. Innovation through broad
technological techniques in constructing artworks—including the integration of light as a
compositional element—expands formal and semantic possibilities. The study also
highlights the contemporary incorporation of Arabic calligraphy via transparent media
(resin, glass), which enriches legibility, layering, and cultural reference. Results highlight
the importance of aligning material properties with the overall sculptural form through
deliberate manipulation of the medium and affirm the ongoing need to introduce new
materials and technical means to continually enrich the content of artistic expression.
Implications for applied humanities and art education include curricula that foreground
material experimentation, technological proficiency, and culturally grounded design to
sustain innovation in contemporary Arab sculpture.

Keywords: Arab Sculpture, Multi-materiality, Material Agency, Aesthetics,
Arabic Calligraphy, Applied Arts Education.
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