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Abstract

The article aimed to examine the extent to which
phonological awareness levels are incorporated into
reading instruction textbooks for the first three primary
grades in Qatar, and to propose a framework for
enhancing these books to support reading skill
development. A descriptive analytical method was
used, and the analysis covered all approved Arabic
language textbooks: 382 pages for grade one, 322 for
grade two, and 277 for grade three. A content analysis
tool was developed based on key phonological skills,
and its validity and reliability were confirmed by
expert reviewers. Findings revealed a strong focus on
sound discrimination across all grades, while other
skills were underrepresented. Sound deletion and
manipulation appeared less frequently in grade one,
and similar word pattern recognition was absent in
grade two. In grade three—where students are
expected to master essential reading skills—deletion
and manipulation skills remained marginalized. Based
on these findings, the study proposed a balanced
framework for embedding phonological awareness
levels into Arabic textbooks, along with an
implementation plan involving teacher retraining and

textbook  development. Key recommendations
included  designing  programs  grounded in
phonological awareness to support foundational

reading skills and developing a standardized
assessment to measure students' proficiency in these
skills .

Keywords: Framework, Integration, Phonological
Awareness, Reading Instruction.
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