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Abstract

This study offers a doctrinal analysis of the crime of terrorism and its substantive
regulation under Jordanian criminal law, with a focus on the statutory framework
governing  terrorist  organizations. Jordan’s  geostrategic = position—between
conflict-affected Syria and Iraq and the economically dynamic Gulf—intensifies
exposure to transnational terrorist activity and digital incitement. The analysis identifies
three core issues: (1) gaps in Jordan’s penal framework regarding the criminalization of
online terrorist activity and promotion under the current Cybercrime Law; (2) statutory
redundancy between Article 3 of the Anti-Terrorism Law and Article 4 of the Anti-Money
Laundering and Terrorism Financing Law, which duplicates certain predicate acts; and
(3) the need to align substantive provisions with contemporary cyberthreat vectors. The
study recommends targeted legislative reform to explicitly criminalize online terrorist
propaganda and facilitation, streamline overlapping provisions across counter-terrorism
and AML/CFT statutes to reduce enforcement frictions, and strengthen technological
capacity and international cooperation for digital evidence, forensics, and cross-border
intelligence sharing. By mapping doctrinal gaps and proposing concrete statutory and
policy adjustments, the paper contributes to applied legal scholarship on
counter-terrorism and offers a roadmap for updating Jordan’s criminal framework to
current threat landscapes.

Keywords:  Applied Humanities, Counter-Terrorism Law, Terrorist
Organizations, Cybercrime.
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