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Abstract

Effective language partnership is pivotal for successful second language
acquisition, especially in Arabic for non-native speakers, where authentic cultural and
communicative interaction is paramount. However, the systematic assessment of
language partners' training needs often lacks validated psychometric tools. This study
addresses this critical gap by developing and validating a standardized scale to precisely
identify the training needs of language partners in Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL)
program within the Sultanate of Oman. Employing a rigorous quantitative, descriptive-
analytical approach, data were collected from 110 language partners across various
Omani educational institutions. Extensive psychometric evaluations, including
Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), Kaiser—Meyer—Olkin (KMO) and Kolmogorov—
Smirnov tests, and Cronbach's Alpha reliability analysis, were conducted. The findings
by using Principal Component Analysis reveal a robust three-dimensional structure of
training needs: linguistic, cultural, and communicative. These dimensions collectively
account for 68.608% of the total variance, demonstrating high internal consistency with
Cronbach's Alpha coefficients ranging from 0.913 to 0.939. This newly validated scale
offers a crucial diagnostic tool for educational institutions to design targeted professional
development programs, enhance curriculum effectiveness, and optimize the quality of
human-led language learning experiences. The implications extend significantly to
applied humanities and educational studies by providing a rigorous instrument for
research into language partner pedagogy, intercultural competence development, and
fostering improved language acquisition outcomes in a globalized educational landscape.

Keywords: Second Language Acquisition, Intercultural Communication,
Language Partner, Arabic as a Foreign Language, Training Needs.
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