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Abstract

This study examines the formalization of colloquial Arabic vocabulary by identifying
lexical items that can be brought closer to Classical Arabic through limited phonological or
morphological adjustment. Rather than tracing the historical origins of colloquial forms, the
study focuses on the linguistic commonalities between colloquial Arabic and Classical Arabic
and explores how these shared features may be used to reduce the gap between everyday speech
and formal usage. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study analyzes selected
colloquial vocabulary items and proposes modifications that align them more closely with
established Arabic linguistic rules and patterns. The findings indicate that many colloquial forms
maintain strong lexical, phonetic, or morphological links with Classical Arabic, making their
formalization possible through systematic and minimal linguistic intervention. The study argues
that such an approach can contribute to revitalizing the use of Classical Arabic, strengthening
linguistic awareness, and enabling speakers to employ familiar vocabulary in more formally
acceptable ways without linguistic hesitation or embarrassment. The study contributes to Arabic
linguistics by offering a practical model for understanding the relationship between colloquial
and Classical Arabic and for developing methods that support linguistic continuity between the
two levels of usage.

Keywords: Colloquial Arabic, Classical Arabic, Vocabulary Formalization, Arabic Linguistics,
Phonological Adjustment, Morphological Adjustment.
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